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Will we be ‘wiped out’ by 
climate change in California? 


BY CHRISTOPHER CADELAGO 
ccadelago@sacbee.com 


BONN, GERMANY 
alifornia could one day 
be uninhabitable. Fire. 
Heat. Floods. Infesta- 
tion. Disease. Suf- 

fering. 

Scientists have for years 
warned about the ravaging 
consequences of a warming 
planet. Decamping for the 23rd 
session of the Conference of the 
Parties to the U.N. Convention 
on Climate Change, California 
academics and political leaders 
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IT'S AN ETHICAL, AESTHETIC AND EVEN 
PERSONAL SENSE OF LOSS THAT COULD BE 
FELT ACROSS SOCIETY WHEN WE ARE 

NO LONGER ABLE TO HANG ONTO A PLACE. 


David Ackerly, a biologist at University of California, Berkeley 


were mulling how to better 
deploy the distressing projec- 
tions to give unwaty citizens a 
better understanding of what’s 
at stake and compel them to see 


the wisdom of embracing sus- 
tainability. 

“This is bad stuff. It doesn’t 
get any worse,” Gov. Jerry 
Brown lamented to scientists, 


religious and political leaders in 
Europe ahead of the conference. 
“The threat is profound. It will 
alter human civilization. It’s not 
decades away. It’s closer than 
you think,” the Democratic 
governor added later. 

Rising temperatures reaching 
a tipping point would cause 
massive destruction, exacerbat- 
ing inequality, poverty and mi- 
gration patterns. The warnings 
are embedded in the speeches 
and calls to action by Americans 
at the conference in Germany. 
Brown, who has made climate 
change the central mission of 
his current stint as governor 


after serving before from 1975 
to 1983, told European leaders 
that the recent fires in Cali- 
fornia, stoked by high winds 
and low humidity, were the 
latest sign of a planet in the 
throes of immense changes. 

The state used to have a fire 
season of a few summer months, 
he said. “Now, we are fighting 
fires virtually the entire year.” 

“The science is getting clearer 
and the extreme weather events 
are getting more frequent. All of 
that leads to more understand- 
ing, more clarity and then more 
action,” Brown said on a panel 
in Bonn. “The only question is 
will human beings be able to 
react in time, or will we have to 
get such an extreme event that 
we get wiped out?” 

Assembled scientists said 
lessening public health impacts 
must be central to policies that 
stabilize the temperature 
change below dangerous levels. 

“That message affects every- 
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HONORING TEXAS SHOOTING VICTIMS 


Miguel Zamora raises a cross in honor of the victims of the Sutherland Springs First Baptist Church shooting at a makeshift memorial 
Saturday in Sutherland Springs, Texas. On Sunday, mourners crowded into the tiny town for the first Sunday service since a gunman 
stormed the church a week earlier, killing more than two dozen people. 5A 
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Alabama Senate candidate Moore 
threatens lawsuit over accusations 


BY HOPE YEN AND KEVIN FREKING 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON 

Amid pressure from within 
the Republican Party to step 
aside, GOP Senate nominee Roy 
Moore on Sunday night called a 
newspaper report carrying alle- 
gations he had sexual contact 
with a 14-year-old girl four 
decades ago “fake news” and 
said a lawsuit would be filed in 
response. 

Moore’s condemnation of a 
Washington Post story during a 
campaign speech in Huntsville, 
Alabama, came hours after 
another fellow Republican, Sen. 
Pat Toomey of Pennsylvania, 
urged him to drop out of a spe- 
cial election for one of Alaba- 
ma’s Senate seats. Toomey said 
Moore’s explanations had been 
inadequate and that Repub- 
licans should consider Sen. 
Luther Strange as a write-in 


BRYNN ANDERSON AP 


U.S. Senate candidate Roy Moore 
has been dogged by allegations 
that he initiated sexual contact 
with a 14-year-old girl in 1979. 


Strange lost the Republican 
primary to Moore. 
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THE VICIOUS AND 
SLEAZY ATTACKS 
AGAINST ME ARE 
GROWING MORE 
VICIOUS BY THE 
MINUTE. 


Alabama Senate candidate 
Roy Moore in fundraising pitch 


from the controversy, writing in 
a fundraising pitch sent about 
midafternoon that the “vicious 
and sleazy attacks against me 
are growing more vicious by the 
minute.” He told supporters, 
“T'm counting on you to stand 
with me at this critical moment 
by chipping in a donation to 
help me bust through the vi- 
cious lies and attacks and get 


as possible before December 
12.” 

The Post story quoted four 
women by name, including the 
woman who alleged the sexual 
contact at 14, and had two doz- 
en other sources. 

In a Huntsville gym, Moore 
assured supporters that the Post 
story was “a desperate attempt 
to stop my political campaign” 
and that the allegations that he 
was “involved with a minor 
child are completely unfalse and 
untrue and for which they will 
be sued,” drawing a round of 
applause. He also questioned 
why such allegations would be 
leveled for the first time just 
weeks before the special elec- 
tion in spite of his decades in 
public life. 

“Why would they come now? 
Because there are groups that 
don’t want me in the United 
States Senate,” he said, naming 
the Democratic Party and the 
Republican establishment and 
accusing them of working to- 
gether. He added, “We do not 
plan to let anybody deter us 
from this race.” 

Toomey did not rule out the 


State 
Senate 
outsources 
harassment 
complaints 


BY TARYN LUNA 
tluna@sacbee.com 


The California Senate, its 
process for addressing com- 
plaints against lawmakers 
under fire, announced Sun- 
day that an outside legal firm 
will handle all investigations 
of sexual harassment in the 
house going forward, shifting 
some control away from a 
committee of senators who 
previously controlled the 
process. 

The Senate Rules Commit- 
tee said the changes were 
announced in light of allega- 
tions reported in The Sacra- 
mento Bee against Sen. Tony 
Mendoza, D-Artesia, by two 
former female employees. 
One of the incidents, in- 
volving a 23-year-old Sacra- 
mento State fellow working in 
his Capitol office this year, 
raised questions about the 
way the Senate Rules Com- 
mittee responded to allega- 
tions about Mendoza’s beha- 
vior. 

Senate President Pro Tem 
Kevin de Leon, under mount- 
ing pressure to take action, 
moved out of the house he 
shares with Mendoza in Nato- 
mas on Saturday, according 
to his press secretary Jonath- 
an Underland. The Bee re- 
ported that the fellow told 
others Mendoza invited her 
to come to the home in Au- 
gust to go over resumes as 
she sought a permanent job 
in his office. 

A spokesman for de Leon, 
who is challenging U.S. Sen. 
Dianne Feinstein’s 2018 re- 
election bid, said he was 
unaware of any allegations 
involving Mendoza until The 
Bee approached the pro tem’s 
office for comment a week 
ago. 

His denial raised questions. 
Senate Secretary Daniel Alva- 
rez told The Bee that the 
committee, which de Leon 
chairs, had been investigating 
Mendoza since Sept. 22. 

“This State Senate is a 
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